[Benign cutaneous lesions observed within the 1st 48 hours of life in 874 infants born at a maternity ward of a university hospital. Apropos of 148 cases].
A six months' follow-up study was carried out in the nursery of the University Hospital of Brest where neonates were systematically evaluated for dermatological abnormalities. 148 neonates had birthmarks which were erythema toxicum (ET) in 103 cases, vascular lesions in 19, pigmented in 8, and miscellaneous lesions in 18. These results were compared with those previously reported (1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 10, 13, 14). They confirmed the high frequency of ET in the second day of life and the low frequency of pigmented lesions at birth in Caucasians (less than 2 p. 100), as compared with their frequency in coloured people and Asians (25-40 p. 100) (10). The low proportion of salmon patches in this study may be explained by an inappropriate collection of data compared with previous reports (20-40 p. 100) (7, 10). A possible relation between the presence of ET and the later development of atopic dermatitis is discussed.